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Republic of Seychelles 

 
 

Ministry of Finance, National Planning  
And Trade 

 

 

Terms of Reference for the 7th December Disaster Fund (7DDF) 

 

1. Background.  

 

Following an explosion at the CCCL explosives store that has caused massive damage to the 

Providence Industrial area and the surrounding areas and major destruction caused by flooding 

due to heavy rains, the President declared a State of Emergency on the 7th December. 

 

The 7th December Disaster Fund has been set up in the aftermath of the heavy floods in the 

northern region on Mahe  as a result of the torrential rains that struck the island during the period 

6th and 7th December 2023 and the CCCL explosion that affected the Providence Industrial 

Estate and residential areas in the surroundings on the 7th of December 2023.  An appeal was 

made nationwide and to international donors to contribute towards the Fund to help and 

rehabilitate those affected by the disaster and repair the heavy damages sustained. 

 

The 7th December Disaster Fund bank accounts have been opened as per SI 103. of 2023. 

 

2. Aim of the  terms of reference 

The terms of reference are meant to ensure a smooth operation of the Fund. Whilst following this 

terms of reference, the 7th December Disaster Fund Notice.  SI.103  of 2023 will be adhered to in 

all respect. 

 

3. Objective: 

The objective of the Fund is to: 

a. Raise funds from Governments, private individuals, corporations, associations 

and other institutions or bodies in Seychelles and elsewhere 

b. Use the funds: 

i. To assist persons affecting from the flooding in the northern region 

due to heavy rains and the massive damage from the explosion  

ii. To provide temporary relief to businesses which have suffered 

significantly through above causes by extending short term loans 

for purchase of equipment , raw materials or related products. 

iii. To provide funds for rehabilitation of communities and the 

reconstruction of public infrastructure related the 7th of December 

disaster. 
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iv. Provide fund for review of disaster risk assessment on prevention 

and mitigation and any reconstruction program related to risk 

management. 

v. To assist other charitable organizations affecting from the flooding 

in the northern region due to heavy rains and the massive damage 

from the explosion 

 

4. Eligible expenses.  

Assistance from the Fund is extended to assist persons with immediate needs of daily living for 

those affected by the disaster. Distribution from the fund may be used for short term assistance 

expenses for food, clothing, lodging, medicine or other immediate needs.  

 

The Funds will also be disbursed for infrastructure repairs. 

 

5. Source of Funds.  

The 7th December Disaster Fund will accept funds from any source both locally and from 

international communities. 

 

6. Requests for support 

Requests for assistance to the Fund should be routed through the entity responsible for that 

mandate.  

 

Requests from other non-governmental organisations,-registered charitable organisations like the 

Red Cross may be considered directly by the Fund. All requests must be substantiated. 

 

7. Bank Accounts 

The Fund has opened the following bank accounts with the Central Bank of Seychelles; 

SCR Account 

Account Name: 7th December Disaster Fund 

Account Number: 14200 

 

USD Account 

Account Name: 7th December Disaster Fund 

Account Number: 14201 

 

GBP Account 

Account Name: 7th December Disaster Fund 

Account Number: 14202 

 

EUR Account 

Account Name: 7th December Disaster Fund 

Account Number: 14203 



3 

 

Conditions applicable to the account; 

a. The account will be non-interest bearing; 

b. No overdraft facility will be allowed on the account; 

c. No transaction of a commercial nature will be entered into (i.e. Letters of Credit); 

d. The account will be operated by personnels mandated to operate the account as per 

section 8 of the TOR. 

 

8. Authorised Signatory 

 

The Department of Finance will be managing the use of the account. The authorised signatories 

shall be: 

 

a. Secretary of State – Ministry of Finance , National Planning and Trade 

b. Principal Secretary - Finance 

c. Comptroller General 

d. Deputy Comptroller General 

e. Director of Public Budget Management 

 

For all disbursements from the Funds there should be any two above signatories. 

 

9. The Fund does not cover: 

a. Losses already covered by insurance 

b. Non essential furnishings such as stereos, etc.. 

c. Landscaping, trees, fences, driveways  

d. Vehicles 

e. Antiques and collections 

f. Loss of wages 

g. Personal injury or losses recoverable by law 

 

10. The fund will cover 

a. Structural damage not covered by insurance to key community/public 

infrastructures 

b. Perishables foods/cooking materials/bedding materials 

c. Essential furnishings not covered by insurance in a private residence 

d. Uninsured tools or other items essential to a claimant’s livelihood. 

e. Emergency expenses, such as costs associated with evacuation or emergency 

supplies 

f.  

11. Procurement Procedures 

The procurement rules of Seychelles as per the Public Procurement Act and Regulations 

becomes applicable unless the Donor specifically stipulates a specific method. 

 

12. Audit of the Fund 

The Accounts will be audited by the Auditor General’s office 
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13. Donations and Public Information 

All money should be transferred to the accounts in section 7 above.  

The names, addresses and other contact details of donors must be acquired despite donors 

wanting to  remain anonymous. The wishes of donors to remain anonymous must be respected.  

A yearly financial statement of the fund will be issued in the public domain on the Ministry of 

Finance, National Planning and Trade website. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


